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[57] ABSTRACT 

An optical imaging system having a simple optical shading 
filter for reducing various aberrations is disclosed. The 
optical imaging system includes one or more lenses, a stop 
installed between the lenses, and an optical shading filter for 
reducing the extra axial aberrations. The optical shading 
filter is an gradual optical shading filter having a transmit- 
tance which deceases cuing toward the peripheral portions. 
The optical imaging system is simple in its structure, and is 
effective in its function. Further, the manufacturing is easy, 
and the manufacturing cost is low. 

9 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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OPTICAL IMAGING SYSTEM 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates to an optical imaging sys- 
tem. More particularly, the present invention relates to an 
optical imaging system in which extra axial aberrations are 
minimized. 
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2. Description of the Prior Art 

It is difficult to completely eliminate aberrations in all 
kinds of optical systems. If a particular aberration is to be 
removed, another kind of aberration is increased, and there- 
fore, it is difficult to completely eliminate aberrations. In the 15 
conventional techniques, most methods which are attempted 
to eliminate aberrations make efforts to vary the curvature of 
lenses or to combine various lenses, thereby trying to 
minimize them. As result of such efforts, the non-spherical 
lenses and the zoom lenses were developed. 20 

As a method which is different from the above described 
ones, U.S. Pat. No. 5,013,133 discloses atechnique in which 
a difiractive optical imaging lens system is used for reducing 
the aberrations in a optical imaging lens system. FIG. 1 is a 
schematic view showing the conventional difiractive optical 25 
imaging lens system which is disclosed in the above patent 
This conventional diffractive optical imaging lens system 
includes a zone plate type of a mfl&active lens 10 and by 
positioning an aperture stop 12, the aberration is reduced in 
the image which is formed by the diffractive optical lens. 30 

The operation and effect of the method of the above patent 
will be described below in brief terms. 

Diffractive lens 10 consists of a central circular zone 
having a radius rl, and annular zones formed between radii 35 
rl, r2 and r3. Thus diffractive lens 10 provides diffractive 
zones which are disposed in a parallel relationship, and 
therefore, diffractive lens 10 has a anamorphic configura- 
tion. The optical axis of the diffractive lens passes in the 
direction of the longest conjugate distance through aperture ^ 
stop 12 which is disposed separately from the difiractive 
lens. The direction should desirably lie toward the front 
focal plane of difiractive lens 10 which is remotely separated 
from an object. In the case of a paraxial ray in which the 
object is separated remotely (in other words, at an infinite 45 
distance), coma, astigmatism, distortions and field curva- 
tures are reduced to zero. That is, as is described in the above 
patent, the field aberration of coma, astigmatism and field 
curvature becomes zero for an object separated in an infinite 
distance. Further, aperture stop 12 is provided with a phase ^ 
corrector plate 14 (for example, aspheric corrector plate) so 
as to correct the spherical aberration. 

The optical rays which are disposed outwardly from the 
paraxial rays generate a phase difference with the paraxial 
rays when passing through diffractive lens 10. Therefore, in 55 
order to correct this, phase corrector plate 14 is installed on 
aperture stop 12. Phase corrector plate 14 is an aspheric 
corrector plate of Schmidt camera type. Phase corrector 
plate 14 is properly designed for correcting the spherical 
aberration by applying the usual design technique. In the 60 
case where the spherical aberration is corrected by using 
phase correcting plate 14, the incoming optical rays spaced 
from the paraxial rays generate a phase difference relative to 
the paraxial rays, but the phase difference disappears when 
passing through difiractive lens 10. 65 

On the other hand, in the case of finite conjugate rays, 
sufficient zone intervals and an adjustment of the distance of 



aperture stop 12 are provided, so that a comaless petzval 
curvature and a finite conjugate can be obtained. 

When eliminating the aberration based on the conven- 
tional method, a fixed parameter has to be satisfied and 
therefore, there is a limit in designing the optical system. 
Further, curved surfaces having different curvatures exist on 
one lens, and therefore, the manufacturing of the lens 
becomes difficult. The most important of all, it is applicable 
only to a monochrome system, and therefore, it can be 
applied to only the laser scanner and the like. Therefore, 
there remains the need for an optical system which is widely 
applicable and applicable to the general optical fields. 



SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is intended to overcome the above 
described disadvantages of the conventional techniques. 

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide an optical imaging system in which extra axial 
aberrations including other aberrations are reduced. 

It is another object of the present invention to provide an 
optical imaging system in which a simple gradual transmit- 
tance filter is installed/ thereby forming a simple optical 
imaging system. 

In achieving the above objects, the optical imaging sys- 
tem according to the present invention includes: 

a first lens facing toward an object and a second lens 
facing toward a focal plane; 

a stop installed between said first and second lenses; and 

an optical shading filter for reducing an extra axial 
aberration which is included in extra axial rays sur- 
rounding central rays. 

The optical shading filter is preferably an gradual optical 
shading filter of features such that its optical transmittance 
becomes gradually low corning toward peripheral portions 
from a central portion. 

According to one embodiment of the present invention, 
the gradual optical shading filter has a circular shape. 

According to another embodiment of the present inven- 
tion, the gradual optical shading filter comprises two sepa- 
rate semi-circular shapes. 

According to still another embodiment of the present 
invention, the gradual optical shading filter can be attached 
directly on a surface of the lens. 

The optical imaging system according to the present 
invention is simple in its structure, and therefore, the manu- 
facturing is easy, with the result that the manufacturing cost 
is saved. Further, modifications can be easily added in 
accordance with the needed level of the elimination of the 
aberrations. Further, a large number of lenses is not required 
for eliminating aberrations, and it is possible to form an 
optical imaging system in which its effect is excellent. 
Further, the adjustment of the gradual optical shading filter 
is possible through the adjustment of a stop. 



BRIEF DESCRIPTION 

The above object and other advantages of the present 
invention will become more apparent by describing in detail 
the preferred embodiment of the present invention with 
reference to the attached drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic view showing a conventional optical 
imaging system using a mffractive lens for eliminating 
aberrations; 
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FIGS. 2A and 2B axe plan views showing a gradual 
optical shading filters used on the optical imaging system of 
the present invention for reducing aberrations; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic view showing a first embodiment of 
the present invention; ? 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view showing a second embodiment 
of the present invention; and 

FIG. 5 is a schematic view showing a third embodiment 
of the present invention. 1(J 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

The optical imaging system according to the present 
invention will be described referring to the attached draw- 15 
ings. 

Embodiment 1 

FIGS. 2A and 2B are plan views showing an gradual 
optical shading filter used on the optical imaging system of 
the present invention for reducing aberrations. 20 

As shown in FIG. 2A, the optical imaging system of the 
present invention includes an gradual optical shading filter 
22 which includes two separate semi-circular members 22A 
and 22B. Semi-circular optical shading members 22A and 
22B includes a divided circle which is divided into two arc 25 
portions each of which starts at one end of the diameter of 
the circle and ends at the other end of the diameter of the 
circle. Optical shading members 22A and 22B includes 
regions A, B and C, and are provided with a transmittance 
which decreases coming toward the peripheral portions. For 30 
example, the region A has a transmittance of 70 to 90%, the 
region B has a transmittance of 50 to 70%, and the region C 
has a transmittance of 20 to 50%. The dividing of the gradual 
optical shading filter into the three regions is merely an 
example, and the optical shading filter may be divided into 35 
more regions. The gradual optical shading filter can be 
attached to both ends 20A and 20B of a stop 20. Therefore, 
depending on the adjustment of stop 20, an opening 22C of 
the gradual optical shading filter can be varied. 

An gradual optical shading filter 30 shown in FIG. 2B is 40. 
a modification of the gradual optical shading filter of FIG. 
2A. As shown in the drawing, gradual optical shading filter 
30 which has a disc-shaped is radially divided, so that it 
would consist of a plurality of annular portions having 
different radii. That is, the gradual optical shading filter 30 45 
consists of regions A, B, C, D and E in which the transmit- 
tance is decreased coming toward the peripheral portions 
from central portion of gradual optical shading filter 30. For 
example, the region A has a transmittance of 100%, while 
the regions B, C, D and E have transmi nances of 80%, 60%, 50 
40%, and 20% respectively. 

The above described optical shading filter can have many 
other modified structures. 

FIG. 3 illustrates a first embodiment of the present inven- 
tion in which gradual optical shading niters 22 and 30 can 55 
be used. In the drawing, circular gradual optical shading 
filter 30 is used, but also semi-circular gradual optical 
shading filter 22 may be used. As shown in FIG. 3, optical 
rays start from one point of an object, and these optical rays 
includes central optical rays CR and extra axial rays a, b, c, 60 
d and so on. A first lens 100 and a second lens 110 are 
installed along an axis X, while a stop 120 is installed 
between first and second lenses 100 and 110. Then an image 
Q* of an object is formed at a focal plane 160 of second lens 

110. 65 

In FIG. 3, reference number 140 indicates an exit pupil as 
a imaginary image of the stop 120, which can be observed 
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through second lens 110. Reference number ISO indicates an 
entrance pupil as a imaginary image of stop 120, which can 
be observed through first lens 100. In the present embodi- 
ment, gradual optical shading filter 130 is installed at the 
position of exit pupil 140. Generally entrance pupil 150 and 
exit pupil 140 look magnified compared with the actual 
opened aperture of stop 120. 

In the present embodiment of the optical imaging system 
according to the present invention, the optical rays which 
start from a point Q' of an object which lies above the optical 
axis X include central rays CR and a plurality of extra axial 
rays a, b, c, d and so on, which surround the central rays OR. 
The central rays refer to the optical rays which pass through 
the opening center OC of entrance pupil 150. First, the 
central rays CR which have started from a point Q of an 
object pass through entrance pupil 150 and stop 120, and 
further pass through exit pupil 140 to ultimately arrive at 
focal plane 160. 

Under this condition, the central rays pass through a high 
transmittance region B of the gradual optical shading filter 
which is installed at exit pupil 140. (As can be seen in FIG. 
3, at the same time, the central rays CR pass through exit 
pupil 140. 

They further pass through first lens 100, stop 120, 
entrance pupil 150 and second lens 110 to ultimately arrive 
at focal plane 160. 

On the other hand, the extra axial rays a, b, c, d and so on 
which surround the central rays CR arrive at focal plane 160 
by passing through a path different from that of the central 
rays CR. For example, the first extra axial rays a start from 
a point of an object to pass through the region E of gradual 
optical shading filter 130, which has a transmittance of about 
20%. The first extra axial rays a which have passed through 
a portion of gradual optical shading filter 130 pass through 
first lens 100, stop 120, entrance pupil 150 and second lens 
110 to ultimately arrive at the image Q' of the object which 
lies on focal plane 160 like the central rays CR. 

The second extra axial ray b passes through the low 
transmittance region C of gradual optical shading filter 130, 
but further does not arrive at the image Q 1 of the object 
which lies at focal plane 160 by being shielded by the stop 
120. 

However, unlike the central rays CR, the extra axial rays 
a, b, c, d and so on have large aberrations, but if these extra 
axial rays do not pass through gradual optical shading filter 
130 to arrive at focal plane 160, it will degrade the quality 
of the image of the object However, according to the present 
invention as described above, the extra axial rays which 
have a large aberration pass through the portion of the 
gradual optical shading filter which has a low optical trans- 
mittance (about 20% in the present embodiment), so that 
about 20% of the rays would pass through. Consequently, 
these extra axial rays contribute less to the image formation, 
and therefore, the degradation of the quality of the image 
due to the aberration is greatly reduced. 
Embodiment 2 

FIG. 4 is a schematic view showing a second embodiment 
of the present invention. In the present embodiment as 
shown in FIG. 4, an gradual optical shading filter 230 is 
installed at the position of an entrance pupil 250, i.e„ at the 
front of a second lens 210. Therefore, an arrangement is 
made in the order of an object, an exit pupil 240, a first lens 
200, a stop 220, gradual optical shading filter 230 (entrance 
pupil 250), second lens 210 and a focal plane 260 along an 
optical axis X. 

Entrance pupil 250 and exit pupil 240 refer to the imagi- 
nary image of stop 220 as observed from the focal plane 260 
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into lenses 200 and 210. Further in this embodiment unlike 
Embodiment 1, the central rays CR and the extra axial rays 

a, b, c, d and so on do not undergo partial shadings until they 
reach gradual optical shading filter 230, However, upon 
arriving at gradual optical shading filter 230 which is 5 
installed at the position of the entrance pupil, the central rays 
CR and the extra axial rays a, b, c, d and so on pass 
respectively through different regions of gradual optical 
shading filter 230. 

For example, as shown in FIG. 4, the first extra axial rays 10 
a cannot contribute to forming an image by being, shielded 
by stop 220. Further, the second extra axial rays b are low 
in their contribution to the image formation by passing 
through the region C of gradual optical shading filter 230, 
which has a low optical transmittance. is 

However, the central rays CR pass through a center of 
entrance pupil 250, and therefore, they pass through the 
aperture A of gradual optical shading filter 230. As a result, 
the optical rays which most contribute to the image forma- 
tion are the central rays CR. 20 
Embodiment 3 

In the above described first and second embodiments, the 
gradual optical shading filter is separate from the lens, but in 
the present embodiment, an gradual optical shading filter 
330 is provided in the form of a film, so that it can be used 25 
attached onto a second lens 310. 

FIG. 5 is a schematic view showing a third embodiment 
of the present invention. In the present embodiment, an 
arrangement is made in the order of a point Q of an object, 
an exit pupil 340, a first lens 300, a stop 320, an entrance 30 
pupil 350, second lens 310 with gradual optical shading film 
330 attached, and a focal plane 360 along the optical axis x 
of first and second lenses 300 and 310. 

In the present embodiment, unlike the first and second 
embodiments, the gradual optical shading film is not 35 
installed at the position of the exit pupil or the entrance 
pupil. In other words, gradual optical shading film 330 is 
attached on the surface of second lens 310 on its side nearer 
to the object Therefore, gradual optical shading film 330 
exists between entrance pupil 350 and second lens 310. 40 

Therefore, the central rays CR and the extra axial rays a, 

b, c, d and so on are refracted by first lens 300, and they are 
partly shielded by or pass through entrance pupil 350, stop 
320 and exit pupil 340. The central rays CR and the extra 
axial rays which have not been shielded by entrance pupil 45 
350, stop 320 and exit pupil 340 reach the film type gradual 
optical shading filter 330. The rays which have arrived at 
gradual optical shading filter 330 function as follows as in 
the first and second embodiments. That is, the central rays 
CR contribute greatly to forming an image, because a large 50 
amount of them pass through gradual optical shading filter 
330. The extra axial rays a,b,c,d, and so on which surround 
the central rays CR make relatively small contributions to 
the image formation, because small amount of them pass 
through gradual optical shading filter 330. Thus the shielded 55 
rays are mostly those having a large aberration, and there- 
fore, a sufficient amount of optical rays can be secured for 
the image formation. Consequently, a bright and clear pic- 
ture can be obtained. 

According to the present invention as described above, a 60 
simple gradual optical shading filter is provided, with the 
result that a significant reduction of aberration can be 
achieved. The extra axial aberrations such as coma, astig- 
matism, spherical aberration can be reduced without using 
the conventional complicated precise diffractive lens. There- 65 
fore, the overall optical imaging system is simplified, and 
the number of the components is reduced, with the result that 



the manufacturing cost is saved. If the semi-circular gradual 
optical shading filter is used, it can be attached to the stop, 
so that the optical shading filter can be adjusted in an easy 
manner along with the stop. Further, in the case of the extra 
axial rays which have a large aberration, only a small 
amount of optical rays pass through the optical shading filter 
(about 20% in the embodiments of the present invention), 
and therefore, they contribute less to the image formation. 
Therefore the rays which contribute to the image formation 
to the greatest degree are the central rays. Further, the 
shielded rays are mostly the extra axial rays having a large 
aberration, and therefore, a sufficient amount of optical rays 
can be ensured for the image formation. Consequently, a 
bright and clear picture can be obtained. 

In the above, the present invention was described based 
on the specific embodiments, but it should be apparent to 
those ordinarily skilled in the art that various modifications 
and changes can be added without departing from the scope 
of the present invention which is only limited by the 
appended claims. 

What is claimed is: 

1. An optical imaging system comprising: 

a first lens facing toward an object and a second lens 
facing toward a focal plane; 

stopping means for partially stopping optical rays passing 
therethrough for forming an image, said optical rays 
having central optical rays which substantially contrib- 
ute to the image formation and extra axial rays which 
generate an extra axial aberration and surround the 
central optical rays, said stopping means being installed 
between said first and second lenses; and 

an optical shading filter for partially shading the optical 
rays passing therethrough, said optical shading filter 
being divided into a central portion through which the 
central rays pass and a plurality of regions surrounding 
the central portion, the central portion and the regions 
having different optical transmittances which decrease 
coming toward outermost peripheral portions from the 
central portion, so that the central rays are transmitted 
to contribute to the image formation and outer extra 
axial rays are less transmitted less to contribute to the 
image formation, said optical shading filter reducing an 
extra axial aberration which is generated by said extra 
axial rays surrounding said central rays, 

wherein said optical shading filter comprises two separate 
semi-circular parts, each of the semi-circular parts 
being divided into a plurality of the regions by arcs 
which start at a first end of a diameter of said semi- 
circular part and end at a second end of the diameter. 

2. The optical imaging system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said optical shading filter is disc-shaped, and is 
divided into a plurality of annular portions having different 
radii. 

3. The optical imaging system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said optical shading filter is positioned at an exit 
pupil for reducing extra axial aberrations. 

4. The optical imaging system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said optical shading filter is positioned at an 
entrance pupil for reducing extra axial aberrations. 

5. The optical imaging system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said optical shading filter is a film type filter formed 
on a surface of said second lens for reducing extra axial 
aberrations. 

6. The optical imaging system as claimed in claim 3, said 
optical shading filter comprises two separate senii-circular 
parts, each of the semi-circular parts being divided into the 
regions by arcs which start at a first end of a diameter of said 
semi-circular part and end at a second end of the diameter. 



08/21/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



5,541,779 

7 8 

7. Hie optical imaging system as claimed in claim 3, a diameter of said semi-circular part and end at a second end 
wherein said optical shading filter is disc-shaped, and is of the diameter. 

divided into a plurality of annular portions having different 9. The optical imaging system as claimed in claim 4, 

radu - wherein said optical shading filter is disc-shaped, and is 

8. Hie optical imaging system as claimed in claim 4, 5 divided into a plurality of annular portions having different 
wherein said optical shading filter comprises two separate radii. 

semi-circular parts, each of the semi-circular parts being 

divided into the regions by arcs which start at a first end of ***** 



08/21/2003, EAST Version: 1.04.0000 



